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Did you learn enough from the corona pandemic

- to better manage virusinfections in the farrowing section?

Rikke-Gry Nielsen

Telefon  +45 51 15 52 22

rikke-gry.nielsen@ceva.com

R
Regarding copyright of text and pictures; Corona has taught us that it makes us stronger
to work together – in less than 2 years a vaccine was ready, and most of the world was
vaccinated
In order to succeed with production optimisation and the PRRS reduction plan, we need
to work together in the pig business – thus thanks in advance for contributions from the 
different companies and organisations that have contributed with photos and text

Corona restrictions

www.sst.dk/corona

Protect yourself and others

Remember fresh air
– in every pause/brake

Farm restrictions

www.sst.dk/corona

Protect your stable and pigs

Remember fresh air
– in every pause/brake

www.sst.dk/corona

Wash hands, change clothes

Focus on 
washing,desinfection, 

drying out

Group management

Sick pen/box/hospital 

Beskyt din stald og dine grise

”Bubble-thinking”: All in/all out,  avoid all unnecessary
movement of pigs

Ventilation

Protect your stable and pigs

Farm restrictions Remember fresh air
– in every pause/brake
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Hvorfor?
Between farms (and countries!)
- ASF
- PRRS
- Influenza
- AP
- MRSA
- …

- Farmlevel
- PRRS
- Influenza
- PCV
- AP
- Cytomegalovirus
- …

R
Why The difference between virus and bacteria

R

INFLUENZA HIV CORONA

E.COLI-BACTERIA

RED BLOODCELL

VIRUS

Virus CAN NOT be treated with antibiotics!

*

PRRS

External biosecurity/protection
- All farms

Stald

Ude

R

External biosecurity
- All farms

Stald

Ude

R

External biosecurity
- All farms

SPF – between farms

Frontroom – between farms 

Stald

Ude

R R
Frontrooms must be
Clean
Tidy
Have; clean elevated area for socks
Washing place with soap and ethanol

What carries
infection
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What does it really mean..?

“Management Changes to Reduce Exposure to Bacteria to Eliminate Losses from PRRS” 

- or in short as McREBEL

McRebel =
Internal
biosecurity/protection

Tight McRebel at eradication

Not so tight in normal farms
- BUT BE CAREFULL!

Tak til BI for lån af fotos

The 10 Golden Rules
McRebel

Tak til BI for lån af fotos

The 10 Golden Rules
McRebel

Tak til BI for lån af fotos

All piglets
MUST get
colostrum/first milk

Newborn Newborn

7 days old

Weaning
+1 week

Slaughter
pigs

Slaughter
pigs

7 days old

Weaning
+1 week

MIXING of pigs increases risk of infection a lot TEAM MOVEMENT of pigs lowers risk of infection
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New needle, never used

Needle used one time

Needle used 2 times

Needle used 12 times

Tak til MSD for lån af fotos Tak til MSD for lån af fotos

1 needle/1 team!

New needle, never used

Needle used one time

Needle used 2 times

Needle used 12 times

23

Infection way Number virus/bacteria

Through mouth 100.000
Through nose 10.000
Through cut in skin 10

Frit efter Jeff Zimmermann, BI

How much infection is needed

Lotte Skade, SEGES

19 20

21 22

23 24



29-11-2022

5

Kitchen hygiene!
FOODPRODUCTION!

When is a pig sick?
Are pigs collected in time?

Virusexcretion and -cirkulation

Lactogeneous antibodies in sowmilk

What happens when the sow is moved? 
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http://www.ghank.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/20.png
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Dont be afraid of weaning the smallest pigs  

• Small pigs, weaned with own weekgroup of sows to special optimized pens, 
had same weight and growth 7 weeks later, as small pigs staying 1 week 
extra at an opsamlings/collection/ammesow

• Recommandations are, to wean all pigs in same agegroup, and make 15% 
optimized pens in all weaning rooms 

• Weaning of all pigs at once gave better economy, as 1 pig space in 
weaningrooms is less expensive/cheaper as 1 pig space in farrowingsection

• Price of keeping small pigs 1 week at an ammesow is double the price as 
when using optimized pens

(Kilde: Seges-Meddelelse 1175)

• Small pigs are NOT more at risk of diarrhea than bigger pigs

• There was significantly less diarrhea treatments at the small pigs (5,8 kg), compared to 
medium (6,6 kg), and big pigs (7,6 kg)

(Kilde: Seges Meddelelse_1019)

Dont be afraid of weaning the smallest pigs  

Tak til BI for lån af foto

KEEP GOOD  
DISTANCE! No contact

between…
..or contact through
ventilation…Sows

Piglets Slaughterpigs
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No contact
between… Sows

Piglets Slaughterpigs

..or contact through
ventilation…

Avoid mixing of pigs between pens/boxes = different agegroups

Quarantine room/karantænestald

*Must be in seperate building

*Separate entrance for people

*Check last every day

*Seperate ventilation and gylle/manure system

*Wash and desinfect after every group

Quarantine room/karantænestald

*Must be in seperate building

*Separate entrance for people

*Check last every day

*Seperate ventilation and gylle/manure system

*Wash and desinfect after every group
Get vaccinated Stay home if

you are sick

Keep distance 

Vaccination to

- Stabilize herd/farm
- Lower infectionpressure
- Control disease
- Remove disease/erradication

Examples: Parvo, PRRS, influenza, PCV, Coli, Lawsonia, Rotavirus…

Get vaccinated

All farmworkers and -visitors should be 
vaccinated against influenza

- and stay home if sick

You can infect pigs with 
influenza!!
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Rember also

HYGIENE in GENERAL

- Let the Corona restrictions guide us

Hygiene around the pigs

Always have a clean and dry 
wagon ready for next day

Use plastic slates, wich are more 
clean than
sawdust/savsmuld/easystrø

REMEMBER 
CLEANING THIS –

or you mix 
agegroups this

way!

Why is washing+desinfection+drying out so important? 

Air humidity/moisture Temperature pH

(kilde: Ecoli optimization: Kyle McKinney et al, 2003)

Protect the stable and pigs

Thank you for 
your attention!

Questions? 
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